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For * The Friend.” 
SYRIA. 


The following letter was written by Asaad 
Kayat, a native of Syria, who having within a 
few years been awakened to the importance of 
religion, is now warmly engaged in an attempt 
to diffuse among his benighted countrymen 
some portion of the religious and intellectual 
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Christ, and they are all in a saved condition. 
This I found a complete answer. When they 
asked me about the sacrament, I replied that 
every thing Christ said was good; and that 
In this } trust I always succeeded in | nothing of what he said or did wax unneces- 
' Ge Peli sir Of Yen: Geld sud Ss- | sary. Oke of the hearers told me that he 
viour Jesus Christ, whetever it is embraced, | understood that the English, my friends whom 
must earry peace and blessings on earth, with | I love, undervalued the sacrament which saves 
everlasting life above: but all this came in the | people. 
course of general conversations. I attacked | but Christ; and when he was savage against 
not the ignorance of the ple in this poor me, I cried, whether he believed that Judas 
afflicted land; but I could little doubt, when | was saved who took first of the holy supper. 
you show the poor man the wéalth of others, 'This frightened them all, and all kept their 
he must see himself exceedingly in want. In/ peace ; and so we concluded that the faith of 
a word, true effects of means are the best | Isaiah in Christ, though he saw him not, or the 
proofs of success. I found my dealings with | faith of the Canaanite woman of our coast, was 
them were such as they could comprehend— | the only means to effect salvation and eternal 
and as to superstitions and sinfulness of man-| happiness. I gained the majority; and I bless 
kind, I left each man to examine himself, and God, in many places I had calls of bishops, 
to see whether he can see such an holy Al-|clergy, with many of the higher class. | 
mighty God, Creator, and Judge of the uni-| assisted much in medical advice; but to my 


zation in England ; and, of course, when they 
were delighted in the description of its laws 
and customs, they were equally in erested to 
hear the state of their moral character and reli- 


I denied that any thing could save 


knowledge enjoyed in more favoured regions | yerse—at the same time, confessing my own | lamentation I found the people suffering in 


of the earth. He spent several years in Eng-| sinfulness—and when I was asked, * What 
land in endeavouring to qualify himself for this | 54,41) [ do,’ I always pointed out the unspe ak- | 


service, and in translating, and preparing school 
and other books for the use of his countrymen. 
He likewise paid some attention to the study 


of medicine; happily, it has since proved, for) .i.tedness and live. 
the afflicted people among whom his lot has | 
latterly been cast. “Thus setee* addredeec: 


to a committee of his friends in England, pre- 
vious to the recent bloody conflict between 
that country and the forces of the Pacha of 
Egypt, on the coasts of Syria. It gives one 
a glimpse of the state of the people in the land 
of the patriarchs and apostles, which is the 
more interesting, as it comes from the pen of a 
native. ‘The writer, it will be perceived, has 
not yet mastered the English idiom. 


** Haspaya, May 20th, 1840. 


s+ This place is in Antilibanus, thirteen hours 
journey from Beyrout. 


every respect, and nothing could exceed their 
misery. My heart bled at their wants; many 
able everlasting mercy of God, in our Lord | that I left rich 1 found poor, and many who 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who desires not the | used to entertain travellers had scarcely bread 
death of a sinner, but rather to turn from his|to eat. This is all from the cruelty of the 
The governors andj} tyrant who is governing them. As for the 

at men, the more [| syoke to them on the | torture of the peor Jews. for whom my eves 
Endeavours of the English beople in pr®moting and heart teared, [ cannot describe; I believe 
knowledge, the means they used, and the good | in no country they suffered worse. Would to 
institutions, especially of Cambridge, and the | God that something was done to relieve them 
other universities, the more they desired to| from this insufferable pain. * * I find that 
have the same. But the tyranny under which | the distress is so great that little could be done 
they are labouring seems to overwhelm them. |in the way of schools * * * at Nabdous 
** When we arrived at Joppa, all my friends, | I saw our only clergyman there, who is, to my 
|with many others, expected to see me in a/ delight, teaching the children of his little flock 
most curious dress, for the reports about me | to read, (the church at Nabdous does not ex- 





were very many; some have said I was made | ceed sixty families.) I visited the little school, 
a bishop, others a priest, and not a few a pa-|and encouraged them, and hope to help them 
triarch. But when they saw that their friend | from time to time. It is extremely satisfactory 
was as plain as possible, and that it is not aj to see a little remnant of the Clhiristian Sama- 
little thing to be a bishop in England, they | ritan church, the descendants of the Samaritan 


“On the 29th ultimo, I thank God, the | began to doubt the reports, especially when| woman, and of those who came out to see the 
Father of all mercies, | reached Syria, and | they saw me in their church, and in their eve-| adorable son of God at Jacob’s well, which | 


Janded at ‘Toppa, in company with Lord and | ning parties, which were made for me, to hear 
I proceeded | me conversing in an orthodox manner. 
with the party to Jerusalem, with the aim of|spirit of my conversation was my report on 


* x 


Lady Francis Egerton: 


making observations &c., in a quiet way; and 


being with such people of distinction, the sus- | of religion there. 


a will be somewhat less. 


And now, | the sect of the Fahamees, (evil-worshippers,) 
aving travelled over ‘Toppa, Barula, Jerusa-| and whether I had any thing to do with them. 
lem, Nabdous (Shechem) Tiberias, and just|I denied, to their surprise, the existence of 
arrived at Hasbaya, the capital of Antilibanus, | such a sect, and that I held nothing but Jesus 
I commence my first letter to you, for the in-| Christ to be the Alpha and Omega. These 
formation of the committee, and the rest of my | reports are spread against the protestants by 
friends in dear Britain. I could not have been! the Jesuits and other members of the Roman 
in better company than the present party, for I | church. 
made my observations, and often spoke very |every thing the church believed, and whether 
freely, where I found opportunity, especially |those who were out of her were in a safe 
to governors, princes, and judges, who called | condition. 
to see his lordship, and at whose places very | the church !—they said, Christ. ‘Then, I said, 


have myself visited this time. I thought 
much of the circumstance, that the Prince of 
Glory should walk that fatiguing journey that 
day, to come and preach to the poor woman, 
and plant his church there. I think we took 
the same route that our Saviour did, and | 
believe he must have travelled twenty-five 
miles ; and alas! I came on horseback to the 
same well, with a heart that deserves nothing 
good, and which was never given entirely to 
the Saviour. O! what a merciful God is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with his long suffering with 
those who profess to follow him ! Still I rejoice 
that he feels for us, as it is according to his 
nature of love, and rewards us not after, or 
according to our iniquities. ‘Time fails me to 
Say more at present. I hope not after long, 


The 


urope, my studies in England, and the state 
I was asked whether I saw 


I was asked whether I believed in 


I asked them who was the head of 


often we lodged. I spoke of the state of civili-|I love all those who love the Lord Jesus|I shall be able to write something more 
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satisfactory. I would only add, that I have 
just returned from a Jong visit to the governor 
of this place, who, with his secretary and many 
of his noble friends, listened to my lecture on 
England in his own room, and which lasted 
two hours. ‘The leeture was in a kind of a 
tale (for you know how the easterns are fond 
of hearing news in a styled shape.) I was 
myself astonished at their believing every re- 
port I gave. This, more than ever, convinces 
me of the absolute importance of native labour- 
ers. ‘I'o speak correctly with the easterns, is 
every thing: foreigners will always fail; they 
can never deliver an eloquent speech, nor can 
they make up what they wish to say in a kind 
of tale or parable. ‘Time fails me to tell you 
the parable I said; and, indeed, I find it im- 
possible to recollect what I may say during the 
conversation. I hope in God, that sooner or 
Jater, no account will be wanted, but that so 
many are brought to the Lord, such are the 
fruits of the Spirit, so many colleges, and good 
charitable institutions we have to the glory of 
God. The Christians and Mahomedans had 
formerly a very strong enmity towards one 
another ; but now both these and the Jews are 
reconciled to a certain extent, for they are all 
oppressed. I hope you are all quite well, and 
beg you to remember me to all my friends 
whom you may see. I long to hear from you, 
for I can assure you, that not a minute you and 
the rest of my dear friends in Britain go from 
my mind: may our common Lord and Saviour 
grant us, sooner or later, to meet round his 
throne of glory, never to part, but to praise 
his holy name, world without end.” 


— 


For “ The Friend.” 
The Negroes on board the Amistad, 


As the arrival of a vessel on the coast of the 
United States, under the command of a com- 
pany of native Africans, is a circumstance 
unprecedented in the history of naval affairs, 
and one which we may hope will not soon 
recur, in all its details; it is apprehended that 
a concise narrative of the case will be in- 
teresting to the readers of ** The Friend.” 

It appears that in the spring of 1839, a 
cargo of slaves was procured in the usual 
manner on the African coast, and shipped for 
the island of Cuba. ‘The vessel was crowded 
with slaves ; the space between decks not more 
than four feet-—the men secured by irons on 
their legs and wrists ; and the sufferings in 
consequence were dreadful. After a voyage 
of about two months, the vessel arrived on the 
coast of Cuba. The slaves were landed by 
night, at a small village near Havana. Several 
white men came soon afterwards to make pur- 
chases, among whom was one whom they 
called Pipi, but who is known in the subse- 
quent narrative by the name of Jose Ruiz. 
Having selected such as he chose, he caused 
them to stand in a row, in which situation he 
examined them minutely, feeling every part of 
their bodies, and requiring them to open their 
mouths, to show the state of their teeth. 

The slaves were taken through Havana in 
the night, and put on board of a vessel, where 
the men were confined as they had been in the 
voyage from Africa. The vessel in which they 
were embarked was the schooner Amistad, 


commanded by Ramon Ferrer. There were 
fifty-two of these African slaves; forty-nine of 
whom were claimed by Jose Ruiz, and three 
by another Spaniard, named Pedro Montes. 
They were furnished with passports from the 
Governor General of Cuba, in which these 
negroes were described as ladinos,* the slaves 
of Don Jose Ruiz, and Don Pedro Montes, 
and permitted to pass to Puerto Principe by 
sea, Ruiz and Montes also took passage in 
the Amistad. The captain, Ferrer, likewise 
had a boy, named Antonio, a native of Cuba, 
whom he claimed as his slave. 

After being three or four days at sea, the 
slaves managed, during the night, to extricate 
themselves from their shackles, eae 
rose and killed the captain and a mulatto cdok ; 
upon which two of the crew took to the boat, 
and were supposed to have reached the shore. 
The only white men remaining on board, were 
Ruiz and Montes; the latter of whom had 
been a sea captain. The negroes took com- 
mand of the vessel, and required Montes to 
steer for Africa. During the day time he was 
obliged to comply, as the slaves knew, from 
the sun, the direction of their native land ; but 
at night he steered upon a different course. In 
this way the vessel was kept beating about the 
coast for nearly two months. At length, on 
the 26th of Eighth month, the schooner then 
lying at anchor, not far from the east end of 
Long Island, was discovered by Lieutenant 
Gedney, of the United States brig Washington, 
then engaged in a survey of the coasts. Upon 
being visited by the American officer, one of 
the Spaniards claimed his protection, and de- 
clared himself the owner of the negroes, whom 
he pronounced to be slaves. A number of the 
Africans were then on shore on the island, and 
of couse within the jurisdiction of New York. 
Lieutenant Gedney took possession of the 
Amistad, and of the negroes, both those whom 
he found in the vessel, and those on shore, and 
conveyed them to New London, in the state of 
Connecticut. 

After a hasty examination, in which the two 
Spaniards, and the boy Antonio gave their tes- 
timony in regard to the facts of the case; the 
remaining adults, thirty-eight in number,t were 
committed for trial, upon a charge of murder 
upon the high seas. The boy Antonio and 
four children were also committed as witness- 
es, and the whole number placed in the jail at 
New Haven. 

This unusual circumstance excited consider- 
able attention among the friends of the coloured 
race. There was a company of strangers 
brought within the jurisdiction of our courts, 
charged with the crime of murder on the high 
seas, and rendered amenable to laws of which 
they were totally ignorant. ‘They were unac- 
quainted with any language, except that of 
their native country; and were consequently 
destitute of the means of vindicating their 
rights. 





* The term ladinos is applied to negroes long resi- 
dent in the country. Those recently imported are 
called borale negroes. Hence we find the evidence of 
fraud on the face of this document. 

+ It appears that ten had died after being shipped at 
the Havana before they reached our shore, and six 
within four months afterwards; but none within the 
last fourteen months. 


A number of citizens of New York interest- 
ed themselves in the case, engaged able coun- 
sel to defend them, and after repeated trials, 
were fortunate enough to find a native African, 
residing in that city, who could converse freely 
with one or two of the prisoners, and imper- 
fectly with the others. 

A few weeks afterwards, Professor Gibbs, 
of Yale College, who had taken a deep in- 
terest in the cause of these helpless strangers, 
came to New York, and visited the British 
brig Buzzard then lying there, which was re- 
cently from the African coast. Among the 
Africans employed on board this brig, two were 
discovered who were judged to speak the same 
language as the prisoners of the Amistad. 
These men were permitted by Captain Fitz- 
gerald, commander of the Buzzard, to go im 
company with Professor Gibbs, and visit the 
prisoners at New Haven. It was immediately 
discovered that they spoke exactly the same 
language with the prisoners, who were natives 
of Mendi, and not of Mandingo, as at first 
supposed. One of these men had been edu- 
cated at Sierra Leone, and could both speak 
and write English very well. Means, as fa- 
vourable as could be desired were thus obtained 
for holding conversation with these people, and 
instructors were engaged to teach them the 
English language, and the elements of science 
and literature. One of these men, whose 
African name is Jingua, or Cinquez, appears 
to possess unusual powers of body and mind, 
he is viewed as their chief, and holds very 
great authority over his companions. 

The Spanish Minister, A. Calderon, ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of State, a letter dated 
New York, September 6, 1839, in which, 
after detailing the outlines of the case, and 
obfecting to «he competency of the District 
Court of Connecticut, to award the salvage 
which Lieutenant Gedney claimed for rescuing 
the Amistad from the negroes, he asked of the 
government of the United States— 

Ist. That the vessel should be immediately 
delivered up to her owner, together with every 
article found on board at the time of her cap- 
ture by the Washington, without any payment 
being exacted on the score of salvage, nor any 
other charges made, other than those specified 
in the treaty of 1795, article Ist. 

2d. That it be declared that no tribunal in 
the United States has the right to institute pro- 
ceedings against, or to impose penalties upon 
the subjects of Spain, for crimes committed on 
board a Spanish vessel, and in the waters of 
the Spanish territory. 

3d. That the negroes be conveyed to Ha- 
vana, or be placed at the disposal of the proper 
authorities in that part of her majesty’s do- 
minions, in order to their being tried by the 
Spanish laws which they have violated; and 
that in the mean time they be kept in safe 
custody, in order to prevent their evasion. 

4th. That if, in consequence of the inter- 
vention of the authorities of Connecticut, there 
should be any delay in the desired delivery of 
the vessel and the slaves, the owners both of 
the latter and of the former be indemnified for 
the injury that may accrue to them. 

It can hardly be supposed that A. Calderon 
was ignorant that these slaves were imported 
into Cuba, in violation of. the laws of Spain, 
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that those laws declare Africans so imported to 
be free, and that the act of importing them is 
highly penal. ‘The fact that they were totally 
ignorant of the Spanish language was evidence 
enough upon that subject. Yet, with this 
knowledge before him, he not only demanded 
their delivery as property, but urged the neces- 
sity of having them punished by the authori- 
ties of Cuba. Their condemnation and exe- 
cution by the tribunals of the United States 
would not, according to his opinion, sufficiently 
deter the slaves of Cuba and Porto Rico from 
attempting to free themselves. 

To these demands the secretary of state 
very tamely replied, that his letter had been 
laid before the president, and would be an- 
swered as soon as his decision was obtained ; 
and a few days subsequently, by direction of 
the president, requested him to communicate 
any official documents in his possession which 
might cast light on the case. It seems to indi- 
eate no small share of moderation on the part 
of our cabinet, if indeed their conduct was not 
influenced by other principles, to receive so 
calmly an official demand for the executive of 
the United States to assume the office of con- 
stable and jailer for the slave traders of Cuba. 
These pagan Africans were held in slavery by 
physical force, contrary to the laws of Spain. 
They had achieved their liberty by force, and 
in the contest for attaining what the Spanish 
laws declare was their right, had killed two of 
those who were opposed to them, and the 
Spanish Envoy Extraordinary was not willing 
they should be hung for it in America, but 
required our government to keep them in safe 
custody, till they could be returned to Cuba, to 
expiate on a gibbet there the crime of supposing 
it as justifiable to obtain their freedom by vio- 
lence, as to deprive others of it by similar 
means. 

The Circuit Court, on the 20th of Ninth 
month, decided that the negroes of the Amistad 
could not be tried by a court of the United 
States, for the offence alleged to have been 
committed on board a Spanish vessel on the 
coast of Cuba. In announcing this decision, 
Judge Thompson expressly declined giving an 
opinion, whether the act of those negroes was 
an offence or not. 

The ground on which they were originally 
imprisoned being thus taken away, their 
liberation might have been expected to follow 
of course. But several libels were filed in the 
District Court. One by Lieutenant Gedney, 
on the vessel and cargo for salvage. Others 
by Montes and Ruiz, for the negroes whom 
they claimed as their slaves, and for parts of 
the cargo. The United States Attorney for 
the District of Connecticut was informed by a 
letter from the Secretary of State, dated Sep- 
tember 11, 1839, of the application from the 
Spanish minister for the delivery of the vessel, 
cargo and slaves ; and directed to take care that 
no proceeding of any judicial tribunal should 
place the vessel, cargo or slaves, beyond the 
control of the Federal executive. In conse- 
quence, probably of this direction, he filed an 
information on the nineteenth of the same 
month, setting forth that the Spanish minister 
had officially presented a claim to the proper 
department of the government of the United 
States, for the restoration of the vessel, cargo 






posal of the vessel, cargo und slaves, as would 


their treaty stipulations. 









of state, does not appear. 
the Vice Consul of Spain for the state of Con- 
necticut, put in a claim to the bey Antonio, on 
behalf of the representatives of Ramon Ferrer, 

















THE FRIEND. 


pear that the claim of the Spanish minister was 
well founded, to make such order for the dis- 


best enable the United States to comply with 
But if it should 
appear that these negroes were brought from 
Africa into the United States, in violation of 


our laws, he prayed the court to make such 


order for their return to the African coast as 
the court should think proper. 

On the 19th of Eleventh month, the same 
attorney filed a-second informatiom similar to 
the first, except that the second petition was 
omitted. Whether this amendment was made 
in compliance with orders from the department 
On the same day, 


late captain of the Amistad, and praying that 
he might be delivered to him, for the purpose 
of being returned to his lawful owners in Cuba. 

On the 7th of First month, 1840, the coun- 
sel on behalf of all the negroes, except Anto- 
nio, filed answer, denying that they were 
slaves, or the property of Ruiz and Montes ; 
and praying for their discharge. Other claims 
for parts of the cargo found on board the 
Amistad, were filed on the same day by several 
Spanish inhabitants of Cuba. 

On that day, the parties interested, except 
Ruiz and Montes, whose claims were merged 
in that of the Spanish minister, appeared by 
their counsel, and the several claims with their 
testimony were heard and examined by the 
court. 

In the mean time, the Spanish minister, anti- 
cipating a decision in favour of his application, 
made a request for a national vessel to transport 


the negroes of the Amistad to the island of 


Cuba, to be delivered to the authorities there. 
With this strange request the president thought 
proper to comply, and gave orders that a ves- 
sel should be in readiness to receive the ne- 
groes from the custody of the marshal as soon 
as the expected decision should take place. 
One reason assigned for this singular proce- 
dure, was that the Spanish minister and the 
president were desirous of affording these peo- 
ple an opportunity of proving before the 
Spanish tribunals the truth of their allegations, 
that they were not slaves, 
this reason, my readers must judge for them- 
selves. On the day on which the trial com- 
menced, an order was signed by the president 
and secretary of state, directing the marshal to 
deliver to John S. Paine, of the United States 
Sloop Grampus, and aid in taking on board all 
the negroes of the Amistad, in his custody, 
under process then pending before the Circuit 
Court of the United States for the district of 
Connecticut. This order was entrusted to 
Lieutenant Paine, who proceeded to the neigh- 
bourhood of New Haven, and exhibited it to 
the district attorney, while the trial was in pro- 
gress. He discovered that an important error 
had been committed in the language of the 
order, which he appears to have feared might 
defeat the intention of the president. ‘The court 
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and slaves, as the property of Spanish sub-| before which the process was pending was the 
jects, according to the provisions of the treaty 
between the two governments ; and praying 
the court, upon its being made legally to ap- 


District Court, and not the Cireuit Court, 
He therefore sent the order back by a special 
messenger for correction, with a request for 
instructions whether the executive warrant 
was expected to be executed, in the event of a 
decree by the court, requiring the marshal to 
release the negroes, or in case of an appeal by 
the adverse party. 


On the very next day, an 
answer from the department of state was 
signed at Washington, directing, by order of 
the president, that in case the decision should 
be such as was anticipated, the order for the 
delivery of the negroes should be carried into 
execution, unless an appeal should be actually 
interposed. ‘The district attorney was not to 
take it for granted that it would be interposed. 
And in case the decree of the court should be 
different, he was to enter an appeal against that 
decision. 

Very soon after this order was given, the 
District Court made its decree. It awarded to 
Lieutenant Gedney, and others, one third of 
the value of the vessel and cargo, not including 
the negroes, as salvage; it admitted the claim 
of the Spanish Vice Consul, on behalf of the 
representatives of Captain Ferrer, to the boy 
Antonio; stating, however, as a salvo for this 
part of the decree, that the boy wished to re- 
turn. It rejected the claims of Ruiz and 
Montes for the delivery of the negroes, but 
admitted them in regard to parts of the cargo. 
It rejected the claim made by the Attorney of 
the United States, on behalf of the Spanish 
minister for the delivery of the negroes under 
the treaty; but it decreed, strangely enough, 
that they should be delivered to the president 
to be transported to Africa, pursuant to the act 
of 1819. 

This decree was promptly communicated to 
the department of sfate, and an order returned 
to the district attorney to carry the case by 
appeal to the Circuit Court, on that branch of 
the decision which related to the negroes, and 
that which regarded the salvage. ‘The case of 
the boy Antonio was not to be disturbed. 

The Cireuit Court, by a mere pro forma 
decree, affirmed the decree of the District 
Court,.so far at least as the negroes were con- 
cerned; and from that decree an appeal was 
carried to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Here then was a singular spectacle held up 
to the gaze and contempt of the civilized 
world. A company of Africans, forced by 
violence from their native land, were thrown 
upon our shores. The facts of the case proved 
beyond the power of contradiction, that their 
transportation to the western world was of 
recent date. These Africans were claimed as 
slaves by subjects of Spain, although the laws 
of Spain do not admit of a property in slaves 
of recent importation. ‘The property in ques- 
tion could have been acquired in no other way 
than through the instrumentality of a prohibited 
and criminal traffic. Yet the Spanish minister 
gave his official influence in support of this 
claim to the bones and sinews of men ; and the 
Attorney General of the United States, acting 
on behalf of his government, lent his influence 
and talents in vindication of this odious de- 
mand. A treaty intended to secure the resti- 
tution of goods and merchandise to their 








proper owners, was invoked to establish the 
necessity of delivering these negroes to the 
tender mercies of a Spanish tribunal, in an 
island where the slave trade is extensively 
prosecuted, and where the interest of the popu- 
lation is engaged in its support. The Attor- 
ney of the United States did not assert an 

property in these negroes on behalf of his 
government; nor any violation on their part of 
the laws of the Union. He did not insist that 


these negroes were imported in contravention | regain their native country, may be justly | 
deplored ; but they cannot, on that account, be | 


of our own slave trade acts. He did not seek 
to have these negroes delivered up, for the 
purpose of being transported to Cuba as pi- 
rates or robbers, or as fugitive criminals of any 
kind. He confined himself to the rights of the 
Spanish claimants, to the restitution of their 
property, upon the facts asserted in their 
respective allegations. 


The article on which the Attorney of the 
United States placed his principal reliance for 
the restitution of these negroes to the Spanish 
claimants, was the following :—* All ships 
and merchandise, of what nature soever, which 
shall be rescued out of the hands of pirates 
or robbers, on the high seas, shall be brought 
to some port of either state, and shall be de- 
livered to the custody of the officers of that 
port, in order to be taken care of, and restored 
entire to the true proprietor, as soon as due 
and sufficient proof shall be made concerning 
the property thereof.” To bring the negroes 
within the meaning of this article it was ar- 
gued, on behalf of the United States, that the 
ship, cargo, and negroes were duly documented 
as belonging to Spanish subjects, and that the 
Supreme Court had no right to look behind 
those documents; that full faith and credit 
must be given to them, and that they must be 
held as conclusive evidence in the cause, even 
though it should be proved that they had been 
obtained by the grossest impositions upon the 
authorities of Spain. 


In the arguments advanced before the Su- 
preme Court, or those in which the case was 
previously tried, in support of the Spanish 
claims, these negroes appear to have been con- 
sidered rather as merchandise, than as men 
possessing any rights of their own, But 
amidst the mortification which an American 
must feel upon seeing such doctrines publicly 
avowed by the officers of the United States, 
it is some consolation to find there were others, 
and men of a high order of talents, who insisted 
upon considering them as human beings, en- 
titled to all the rights of humanity. Of those 
who were engaged in defending their claims 
to freedom, we may note with peculiar satis- 
faction the celebrated J. Q. Adams. This 
eminent statesman, after being conspicuously 
before the public for halfa century, and filling 
the highest offices in the government, did not 
think it beneath his dignity, at the age of 
seventy-five, to appear in a court of law, and 
bring the resources of his powerful mind to 
counteract the influence of the Spanish and 
American governments, and to extend to these 
helpless and ignorant strangers the protection 
of our laws. 


After the counsel on both sides had closed 
their arguments, the opinion of the court was 
delivered by Judge Story. 
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In that opinion the court lays it down as an 
incontrovertible fact, that these negroes never 
were the lawful slaves of Ruiz or Montes, or 
of any other Spanish subject. Being kid- 
napped, and unlawfully carried into Cuba, 
they were, by the laws of Spain itself, entitled 
to their freedom ; and being unlawfully detained 
on board the Amistad, there is no cause to 
pretend they were pirates or robbers. The 
dreadful manner in which they attempted to 


adjudged pirates, according to the law of na- 
tions, or the treaty with Spain. 

With regard to the documents declaring 
them Spanish property, the court observed, 
that although public documents accompanying 
property found on board of any foreign ship, 
are to be deemed prima facie evidence of the 
facts which they purport to state; yet they 
are always open to be impugned for fraud ; and 
that fraud, once satisfactorily proved, destroys 





lence committed by some of them, may be 
considered as the natural result of previous 
oppression. Itseems to bea part of the divine 
justice, sometimes to permit the violent and 
lawless to fall into the hands of the lawless and 
violent. 

Notwithstanding the plea of the Spanish 
minister, that by sending them back to Cuba, 
they would be furnished with an opportunity 
of vindicating their claim to liberty, there can 
be very little doubt in the mind of any one who 
has attended to the general proceedings in that 
island, that, in case of their delivery to the au- 
thorities there, slavery for life would have been 
the lot of them all, and an ignominious death 
the fate of some of them. The Supreme Court 
seems to have thought that the proof of their 
freedom exhibited here would do quite as well 
as before the tribunals of Cuba. For the death 
of Captain Ferrer and his cook they must be 
accountable to their God, who will unquestiona- 


bly decide the cause in righteousness ; but 


all their validity. Fraud will vitiate any, even| under the circumstances of the case, human 


the most solemn transactions ; and an asserted 
title to property, founded upon it, is utterly 
void.* It is also noted as an important con- 
sideration, that supposing these negroes not to 
be slaves, but kidnapped and free Africans, the 
treaty with Spain cannot be obligatory upon 
them, and the United States are bound to re- 
spect their rights, as much as those of Spanish 
subjects. The conflict of rights between the par- 
ties, under such circumstances, must be decided 
upon the eternal principles of justice and in- 
ternational law. Upon the merits of the case, 
the court decided that there was no reason to 
doubt that the negroes ought to be deemed 
free, and that the treaty with Spain interposed 
no obstacles to the assertion of their rights. 

The court also decided, that the negroes 
were not introduced into the United States in 
violation of the law of 1819, or any other law 
prohibiting the importation of slaves. The 
court, therefore, reversed that part of the de- 
cree of the District Court, which placed the 
negroes at the command of the president, and 
confirmed that part which rejected the demands 
of the Spanish claimants. By this decision, 
they became absolutely and immediately free. 

In concluding this narrative, it may be ob- 
served, that we have no reason to suppose that 
any of those who interested themselves on 
behalf of these negroes, approve of the act 
accompanying the assertion of their natural 
rights. The death of Captain Ferrer and his 
cook is certainly to be lamented. But we 
must remember, that among these ignorant 
negroes there were several children, who could 
take no part in the insurrection ; and probably 
the transaction was planned and executed by a 
few of the most active and determined. Now 
the Spanish claim applied to the innocent 
children, as well as to the leaders of the insur- 
rection. As these people were brought into 
their situation on board the Amistad, in defiance 
of all law, human and divine, the act of vio- 





* Would not this principle carried out annihilate 
slavery in the United States. Slavery here is founded 
upon the slave trade. If the slaves, imported from 
Africa, were fraudulently obtained, the claim of their 
masters founded upon it, must be void. And who will 
venture to assert, that any of them were fairly and 
honestly obtained. 


tribunals have no just authority to punish it. 
L. W.S. 


Important Discovery.—A friend has handed’ 
us a recent number of the Gazette des Deux 
Modes, of Paris, from which we translate the 
following : 


‘* Some days ago Baron Dupotet presented 
to the Academy of Medicine a Deaf Mute, ten 
years of age, whose speech and hearing he 
had restored by a magnetic process. The 
academy immediately appointed a commission 
to inquire into the truth of a fact which threat- 


ens to overturn all previous notions of sci- 


ence. ‘Their report is looked for axiously. 

‘* Since that time the baron submitted to his 
process a deaf mute, of the age of five years. 
A certificate of a member of the Academy of 
Medicine, proves that the child was both deaf 
and dumb from its birth. The miraculous 
process of the baron was evident, for at the 
end of three sittings the child heard and re- 
peated every word pronounced in its presence. 
We have seen this ourselves. 

‘** Assurances have been given us which we 
dare not doubt, that the baron has cured 
nineteen persons similarly afflicted.”—Na- 
tional Gazette. 


From a statement published in the United 
States Gazette of the actual number of taverns 
in the city and county of Philadelphia, as re- 
turned by the assessors for 1841, it appears 
that there are in the city proper, 838; in the 
Northern Liberties, 126; Spring Garden, 69; 
Kensington, 79 ; Southwark, 79 ; Moyamens- 
ing, 28; and in the other districts of the 
county, 136. Total 855. This gives one 
tavern to every fifty heads of families. 


Ricardo estimates the whole property of 
Great Britain at £3,000,000,000, and, accord- 
ing to G. R. Porter’s table of 1833, the pro- 
perty of the empire is estimated to amount to 
£3,663,000,000, and the gross income at not 
less than £514,000,000. 
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For “ The Friend.” 


An affectionate Address to Professing Chris- 
tians ; more especially the members of the 
Established Church of England. By one 
educated in its doctrines. 

(Concluded from page 231.) 

How simple, yet efficient, the religion of 
Jesus! How concise, but comprehensive, the 
doctrine which he taught! yet how slight, 
comparatively, the visible traces of the benign 
influence of his gospel, even upon many of 
those who make mention of hisname! They 
honour Him with their lips ; but in works they 
deny Him. “Ifa man love Me, he will keep 
my words :” and how will a multitude of pro- 
fessing Christians bear the test of this decla- 
ration of our blessed Lord! * Strive to enter 
in at the strait gate,’’ is one of his solemn in- 
junctions ; but they live as if they had found 
out another way to heaven; by which self-de- 
nial and the daily cross are laid aside, as not 
required and unnecessary: but such will as- 
suredly find this is a dreadful mistake, and no 
other than ‘the broad way” which leadeth 
only to destruction; however forcibly they 
may be disposed to plead for it themselves, or 
be encouraged by others to pursue it. 

How does the world in its various modifi- 
cations, its profits, its honours, and its pleasures, 
its follies, fashions, customs and excesses, pre- 
dominate, even over those who profess them- 
selves to be Christians, and followers of a 
crucified Lord and Saviour; though it is so 
unequivocally declared, that ‘* If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world: and 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof ; 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever.” ‘* The will of God is our sanctifica- 
tion :’’ it is his gracious purpose that all men 
should repent, return, andlive, He willeth 
not the death of any sinner, and thereforth hath 
abundantly provided for the salvation of all. 
Oh! that men would but hear Him: that they 
would hearken and attend to his voice! He 
hath declared: ‘This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him.” This 
is the will of God the Father; and the beloved 
Son hath said: ‘If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.”’ ‘These are the terms 
of discipleship prescribed by Him; they can- 
not be altered—He changeth not. 

There are many candidates for eternal life, 
who would have it upon their own terms; but 
are not willing to part with their beloved lusts 
to obtain it. They are not willing to submit 
to a life of self-denial; to deny self in every 
sin-pleasing gratification ; to take up a daily 
cross to their own corrupt wills and inclina- 
tions; and ‘enter in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction ; and many there be 
which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life ; 
and few there be that find it.” ‘The reason is 
obvious why ‘‘ few there be that find it :’’ be- 
cause, it is only found by those who seek to do 
the will of God, and not their own. Many 
hear this holy will, and know it; and say, 
“Thy will be done:”’ yet, it is to be greatly 
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feared, there are but few that do it. Not the | 
hearers, nor the talkers, but those only who 
are found doing his will, are and will be jus- 
tified. 

If we take an impartial view of the present 
state of our own highly favoured country, 
where there are so many professing Christians, 
what a mournful picture is portrayed! To 
what an appalling extent is the depravity of 
human nature exhibited! and how many 
thousands, who consider themselves believers | 
in Christ, are, at this enlightened day, resting 
satisfied with an outward profession of reli- 
gion, and certain ritual observances, instead of 
coming to Him who said: ‘I am the light of 
the world; he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life!’ How are mankind beguiled by the sub- 
tilty of the cruel serpent; and ‘their minds 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ !”’ 
It is but too evident, that many who are making 
a loud profession of the name of Christ, have 
not departed from iniquity; and that their pro- 
fession is but traditional, and not from that 
heart{akt acquaintance with Him, who is truly 
known only by those who keep his com- 
mandments. Many have a specious form of 
godliness, but deny the power; and must ever 
remain strangers to its cleansing, purifying 
influence ; *‘ until Christ dwell in their hearts 
by faith ;” until they can say, “‘ that Jesus is 
the Lord;” not from hearsay or traditional 
report, ‘* but by the Holy Ghost.” 

England has heretofore shown an example 
that has called forth the admiration of the sur- 
rounding nations; and truly the advancement 
of spiritual religion is a cause of the greatest 
magnitude. It is no other than the cause of 
the Lord; ‘ the Lord God, merciful and _gra- 
cious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth ;”’ and therefore imperiously demands 
the most serious attention and support of both 
prince and people; so that true gospel light 
may je all superficial performances : 
these which, with man’s inventions, so gene- 
rally prevail, are like the ‘* abomination spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, that maketh deso- 
late,” because it ‘* standeth in the holy place ;”’ 
uti the place of true, vital Christianity, ‘“‘ where 
it ought not:” for by this the people are de- 
ceived, and prevented from coming to the light 
of Christ in their own hearts. 

_ Notwithstanding the obvious and lamentable 
degeneracy from purity and simplicity, which 
prevails more or less amongst every denomi- 
nation of professing Christians, yet there are 
many who comfort themselves with the hope 
and belief, that more glorious days are fast 
approaching. If, however, we look at home, 
instead of a gladdening prospect here, of a 
future harvest, arising from what the apostle 
justly describes, as the “ fruit of the Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance ;” 
may we not fear that, in the place of these, sin 
and iniquity abound. 

How many undertake to advocate the cause 
of our Holy Redeemer, who have not them- 
selves attained to any true knowledge of Him! 
but good fruit cannot be expected from a cor- 
tupt tree. ‘* Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles?” The tree must be made 
good before it can produce good fiuit. How 
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can it be expected that mankind should be pro- 
fited by those, who, taking upon themselves 
to be teachers of the sacred things of God, 
have run, uncalled and unsent by his inward 
word of power; such as are in a great degree 
ignorant of this power or are rejecting it, 
although it is this alone which ean qualify and 
strengthen for the important work, and clothe 
with ability to teach, in the true baptizing 
authority of the gospel! May not the reproving 
language, formerly made use of by our Lord, 
to the self-sufficient and self-righteous in that 
day, be justly applicable to too many of those 
who profess themselves to be teachers of the 
people in the present day? ‘* And why be- 
holdest thou the mote in thy brother’s eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Or, how wilt thou say to thy brother, 
Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye: 
and, behold! a beam is in thine own eye? 
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out 
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s 
eye.” 

Many pious and truly devoted persons are 
however labouring with great sincerity and 
uprightness of heart, for the promotion of 
Christianity ; earnestly endeavouring to turn 
mankind to Christ, as the only means of re- 
demption from sin, and as the author of eter- 
nal salvation; and we should rejoice in the 
blessing which has, in many places, attended 
the labours of these. May they, individually, 
‘‘ grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” ‘Then will 
their endeavours be increasingly blessed ; for 
it is those who have witnessed the purifying 
and sanctifying operation of his Holy Spirit 
in their own hearts, who are best qualified, 
when called upon, to declare its blessed ef- 
fects for the instruction and encouragement of 
others. 

May the number of labourers, thus qualified, 
be enlarged, and in the Lord’s time sent forth 
into his harvest! 

Perhaps there is not any. thing more cal- 
culated to make men blind to their own state 
and condition, than a mistakén zeal for the 
well-being of others :—without great watch- 
fulness this snare is peculiarly adapted to de- 
ceive, even those who are really upright in 
their intentions, and sincere in their desires 
for the increase and diffusion of Christian 
knowledge, in their day and generation. Un- 
der the semblance of promoting the cause of 
religion, our attention may be so unsuspect- 
ingly, but completely engrossed, that the great 
and important work of labouring in our own 
vineyards—of seeking after salvation in our 
own hearts, may be overlooked and neglected : 
and no matter by what bait the grand adversary 
succeeds; his purpose is fully accomplished, 
if mankind are but kept destitute of that know- 
ledge which is life eternal: ‘ This,” declares 
the Saviour of the world, “ is life eternal, that 
they might know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”’ 

It is then, upon this heartfelt knowledge that 
eternal life depends. The precious time, so 
mercifully bestowed upon us, for the attain- 
ment of this glorious object, is swifily passing 
away, never to return: it cannot be recalled. 
The means are ample, and within the reach of 












all, if timely accepted. In vain is the most 
orthodox profession of the Christian religion, 
if we are ourselves strangers to the great work 
of regeneration, and destitute of this saving 
knowledge. For if we do not know Christ to 
be in us the hope of glory, whilst we are in 
this life, He will not know us, in the great and 
awful day of account, in that life which is to 
come, He, whose “* words shall never pass 
away,” whose promises are, ‘* yea, and amen 
for ever,” hath declared that, ** not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord! shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father, which is in heaven. 
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord! 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? and then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you : 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

It must be evident to every thinking mind, 
that the foregoing denunciation does not apply 
merely to men of openly profane life and con- 
versation ; who, neverthelegs, may be at times 
in the practice of calling upon the name of the 
Lord, in vain and frequent repetitions ; but to 
such as are making great profession in the 
world, yet alas! are themselves strangers to 
Him, or to the knowledge of his life-giving 
presence and power in their own hearts. 

Much is said about reform; but nothing 
short of a general reform in our lives can 
satisfy an offended Lord God, and avert im- 
pending calamities, which might in justice 
burst upon us, and overwhelm our beloved 
and highly favoured country. Let us then, 
through individual, unfeigned repentance and 
humility, turn to Him with full purpose of 
heart, whom we have so long pierced and trod- 
den under foot; and let us ‘‘ cease from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils ; for wherein is 
he to be accounted of?’ ‘This measure, of 
itself, would at once prepare the way for re- 
forming every abuse. It would indeed be an 
effectual reform; from a superficial outside 
show of religion, to the ever-living and eter- 
nal substance, even Jesus Christ in every 
heart; who not only continues to “ teach as 
never man taught,”’ but who “ever liveth to 
make intercession for all those that are willing 
to come unto God by Him.” This is the 
reform that is wanted amongst us—this is what 
I long for, and what my soul desireth for all 
mankind the world over. What people are, 
with similar advantages, and so loudly called 
upon, to set an example in this noble cause, as 
the people of England; and more especially 
those who are professing the established reli- 
gion of the country ? 


And now, my beloved countrymen! may 
the Lord incline you seriously to consider the 
incontrovertible truths of Holy Scripture ; 
which are thus submitted unto you. May the 
‘‘ Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ.” May 
He give unto you understanding, needful in 
all things which belong to his praise and 
glory, and to your own present and everlasting 


peace. 

And may He not only give you perception 
to discern the signs of the times, but, above 
all, give you strength to turn inward unto the 
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Holy Spirit of Him, from whom some of us 
have so long and grievously revolted. 

Remember that, * the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.’’ Love 
unutterable, and gift unspeakable ! and remem- 
ber the everlasting covenant, universal, and 
ever new, in its only blessed Mediator, Christ 
Jesus—promised by the Ancient of Days, 
through the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, 
when speaking in His great and excellent 
name: **1 will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people: and 
they shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord; for they shall all know me from 
the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord; for I will forgive their ini- 
quity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
Left thus without excuse, ** How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation !”’ 

Oh, that you may be wise, and consider 
these things before it is too late! that not one 
‘*hoof may be left behind;’’ but that every 
age and every class may be strengthened to 
come forward, as with one heart and one 
mind ; and, in the language of the royal 
Psalmist, pledge themselves in effect, that— 
‘* Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of 
my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give 
sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eye- 
lids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an 
habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.” 

Then would the cheering sun of Divine ap- 
probation break through and dispel the clouds 
which at present darken the avenues of hope. 
Then, and not till then, will the exertions of 
the Bible Society, in all its various branches, 
with those of the different Benevolent Institu- 
tions already established, flourish from shore 
to shore, from pole to pole; and bring forth 
more fruit, lastingly to remain, to the praise 
and glory of the great and good Husbandman. 
Then “will her wilderness be made like 
Eden ; and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody ;”” when 
prostrate nations shall join in the angelic an- 
them of: * Glory to God in the highest; and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” When 
love and harmony shall universally prevail 
throughout the earth, as predicted by the evan- 
gelical prophet Isaiah: ‘* The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together ; and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the 
hole of the asp; and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice’s den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.”’ Danie, WHEELER. 


A. turn or two in a garden will often very 


happily close a fine period, mature an un- 
ripened thought, and raise up fresh associ- 
ations, when the mind like the body becomes 
rigid by bry be. the same posture.—Amuse- 


ments of the Learned, 













For “ The Friend.” 

BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDs, 

The Annual Meeting of the Bible Associa- 
tion of Friends in America, was held on the 
evening of the 19th inst. at the committee 
100m, on Mulberry street. 

An alteration was made in the constitution, 
by which the number of managers was reduced 
from ‘‘ twenty-four’’ to “fifteen.” 

The following officers were appointed for 
the ensuing year. 

Secretary.—Samuel Mason, Jr. 

Treasurer.—Henry Cope. 

Committee of Correspondence.—John Paul, 
Thomas Evans, Thomas Kimber. 

Managers.— Thomas P. Cope, Joseph 
Snowden, Benjamin H. Warder, John G. 
Hoskins, George Williams, Blakey Sharpless, 
Jeremiah Hacker, John Elliott, Joseph Rake- 
straw, Samuel Bettle, Jr. ‘Townsend Sharpless, 
Uriah Hunt, John Carter, Geo. G. Williams, 
Wm. M. Collins. 

The report of the board of managers was 
read, an abstract of which is as follows, viz.— 


Abstract of the twelfth Annual Report of the 
Bible Association of Friends in America. 


Since the last report, there have been issued 
from the depository, 1164 Bibles and 521 ‘Tes- 
taments ; of which number 235 Bibles and 152 
Testaments were sold to auxiliaries. 

An edition of 1000 12mo Testaments has 
been printed within the year, and an edition of 


1000 copies of the 24mo Bible has been.ordered_ 


to be printed, and is under way. 
_ The stock of books on hand is as follows, 
viz.— 
Bound. 
18 copies of the 8vo Bible, without referen- 
117 * “ with do. [ces, 


4l1l * 24mo do. 
428 * ** ‘Testaments, 
148g * 12mo do. 


And in sheets. 
342 copies of the vo Bible, without referen- 


441 * $6 with do. [ces, 
234 * 24mo do. 

1200 * *«* Testaments, 

776 =“ 12mo do. 


From the treasurer’s account it appears that, 
including the balance on hand 4mo. 1840, he 
has received $2,619 30 from the following 
sources, ViZ.— 








Balance on hand 4mo. 3d, 1840, $756.05 
Received from auxiliaries in payment, 793.68 
“ “ donations, 65.00 
“ sales of Bibles and 
Testaments, 822.57 
se annual subscriptions, 132.00 
other do. 50.00 
2,619.30 
The payments have amounted to 1,876.47 
Leaving in his hands 3d mo, 31, 1841, 
a balance of 742.83 





Reports have been received from nine auxi- 
liaries, viz. Philadelphia, New York, Burling- 
ton, Concord, Cornwall, Westfield, White 
Lick, Blue River and Haddonfield. 

Eight of these state that 498 Bibles and 389 
Testaments have been distributed by them 
during the past year: some of which were gra- 
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tuitously disposed of. A few of them have} and in which we hope you will still continue 


given particular answers to the queries. 

From the report of one auxiliary we make 
the following extract:—*t When opportunities 
have presented for the gratuitous distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures, in accordance with the 
original design of our association, they have 
been supplied therewith; but the situation of 
members of society generally, within our limits, 
is such, as to preclude the necessity of aid in 
this respect; little has therefore been done in 
the way of distribution since our last report.” 

‘‘From the causes alluded to it is obvious 
that our operations must necessarily be very 
much circumscribed within our limits, furnish- 
ing but little information to communicate ; yet, 
if we are impressed with a proper sense of the 
w obligations we are under to a kind Providence 
for the many favours and blessings we enjoy, 
and the responsibility they devolve upon us, 
we shall cherish a disposition to sympathise 
with our fellow members in less favoured cir- 
cumstances, and be stimulated to persevere in 
aiding in the benevolent and Christian work of 
placing in their hands copies of the sacred 
volume.” 

‘* We have transmitted, during the past year, 
the sum of 60 dollars to the Bible Association 
of Friends in America, for the purpose of fur- 
nishing Friends in destitute circumstances with 
copies of the Holy Scriptures.” 

One auxiliary states thus :—‘‘ We have but 
little to communicate, but can say that we feel 
a lively interest in the good cause that you have 
honourably embarked in; we desire your en- 
couragement to persevere rightly in the good 
work. You are sensible, dear friends, that in 
country quarterly meetings Friends are widely 
scattered, arid cannot well meet in their auxi- 
liary oftener than once in three months, and our 
numbers are not large, and we have not the 
means of doing much, but have often felt thank- 
ful that we are favoured to participate with you 
in your honest endeavours to spread the Hol 
Seriptures: believing it to be a work well pleas- 
ing in the Divine sight.” 

Another reports that “The experience of 
each succeeding year serves to show the neces- 
sity of an association constituted as ours is, 
from which the members of our religious So- 
ciety and professors with us who are destitute 
of the Holy Scriptures, may obtain a supply. 
Our operations during the past year show that 
we have been engaged in this field of useful- 
ness. 

* Although restrained by the limited amount 
of our means, yet the number of Bibles given 
by this auxiliary has increased from year to 
year, and we cannot but desire, that through 
the benevolence of our friends it may become 
proper for us yet materially to enlarge our 
distribution. Individual cases of need, inter- 
esting to our feelings, often occur, which we 
are obliged to pass by, as well as the requests 
of charitable schools suffering from an inade- 
quate supply of ‘Testaments or Bibles; feeling 


the obligation of keeping within the bounds of| people they could not serve God and Mammon. 


our income.” 

One states, ‘In offering again our annual 
report, we feel that we have but little to commu- 
nicate that will be either interesting or encou- 
raging to the cause in which you have been, 


Y|is very careful always to obtain the utmost 
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I hold it impossible to be perfectly honest 
upon any other principle than that laid down 
in the sermon on the mount. All things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them. Unless we act on this 
principle, we shall certainly fail, in some point 
or other, to act with perfect integrity. Dis- 
honesty may be practised by silence as well as 
by misrepresentation. It is naught, it is naught, 
saith the buyer; but when he is gone his way 
he boasteth. ‘The strictly honest man will not 
represent an article as more valuable after he 
has bought it than before. Nor will he in 
selling represent it as more valuable than he 
really believes itis. ‘The seller does not act 
as he would wish another to act towards him, 
if he conceals, even by silence, a defect, which, 
if known, would reduce the price. 

It may be fairly questioned whether we can 
support the rule above cited from the sermon 
on the mount, unless we observe another in- 
junction, both in the Mosaic code, and in the 
precepts of our Saviour. ‘Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. ‘This injunction also 
seems to require an impossibility, except upon 
condition that the preceding one is also ob- 
served. Our Lord told the lawyer that the first 
and great commandment is—thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. When this 
love is the predominant principle in the mind, 
the love of our neighbour follows as a natural 
result. Then it becomes easy to treat our 
neighbour as we would wish to be treated our- 
selves. And where the love of God predomi- 
nates, we naturally look upon every man as 
our neighbour. The man who lives under that 
holy influence may be and must be perfectly 
honest. Such an one will not feel at liberty to 
exact conditions from another which he would 
judge hard and unreasonable if exacted from 
himself, 

It is universally admitted that funds created 
for charitable uses, ought alWay8teybe applied 
to the purposes for which they were created. 
The man who accepts the trust of such a 
fund, is considered dishonest if he applies it 
to his private use. From whatever source the 
fund may have been derived, the trustee must 
relinquish his trust, or apply it to the object 
for which it was created. 

Let us apply this doctrine to the possessions 
of the wealthy. For what purpose were the 
wealthy few intrusted with their stores? Cer- 
tainly not to enable them to gratify the lusts of 
the flesh, the lusts of the eye, or the pride of 
life. Not to live a life of luxurious ease, or 
of vain ostentation. But to honour God with 
their substance, and to promote the happiness 
of man. The poor we have always with us. 
This must be the case from the nature of 
things. When our Lord enjoined his follow- 
ers to give alms of such things as they had, 
the injunction unquestionably applied to the 
treasures of the wealthy. Among the primitive 
disciples, no man said that aught of the things 
he possessed was his own, but they had all 
things common. The principle, under just 
limitations, is applicable to Christians of every 
age and nation. If the stores of the wealthy 
are allowed, in the first place, to supply the 
reasonable wants of the pessessors, the excess 
should be viewed in the character of a trust 


to be so usefully engaged. 

‘* Our quarterly meeting still continues small, 
being composed of only about 100 families, the 
most of which appear to be pretty well furnished 
with the Scriptures. And we believe that no 
family is entirely destitute, though several in- 
dividuals capable of reading remain yet unfur- 
nished with separate copies.” 

Another reports that “ Eighty families and 
individuals have been gratuitously furnished 
with the Holy Scriptures since the establish- 
ment of our auxiliary, though none within the 
past year. ‘The income of the auxiliary is 
insufficient to supply those within its limits 
who are not duly supplied with the Holy 
Scriptures.” 

One mentions, that ‘There are now about 
250 families within our limits, all of which are 
furnished with a copy of the Holy Scriptures, 
and most of them have a Bible with notes and 
references. Our schools are pretty well fur- 
nished with Bibles and ‘Testaments.” 

The amount of the sinking fund on the Ist 
of third month last, was $3,456,5,, and the 
mortgage debt on the building, at that date, 
7,000 dollars. 

Arrangements are in progress to supply seve- 
ral of the distant auxiliaries with Bibles for 
gratuitous distribution to those who are desti- 
tute, and require such aid out of the funds 
placed at the disposal of the managers for the 
purpose. 

By direction, and on behalf of the managers. 

Joun Carter, Secretary. 

Phila. 4 mo. 15, 1841. 


For “ The Friend.” 
HLONESTY. 


We sometimes hear it said of a man that he 
is very close, but is perfectly honest. ‘To be 
very close in our dealings, and yet perfectly 
honest, requires nice steering. ‘The man who 


which justice allows, will be very likely some- 
times to take something more. If whatever is 
sold is always strained to a maximum price, 
and what is bought is screwed down to a mini- 
mum, it can scarcely fail to occur, that advan- 
tage will sometimes be taken of the necessities 
of others to push a more lucrative bargain than 
rigid justice would sanction. 

It is observable that those who are remarka- 
ble for the rigid exaction of all their dues, are 
seldom among the poorest class. ‘This charac- 
ter is therefore not commonly the effect of 
necessity. Penurious dealing is almost always 
the result of avarice. The apostle declares 
that the love of money is the root of all evil. 
By the love of money he unquestionably meant 
the love of the world ; of such things as money 
can procure orrepresent. And another apostle 
testifies that if any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. The love of 
the world and the love of the Father are there- 
fore incompatible. Our Lord himself told the 


If, then, penurious dealing arises from avarice 
—the love of the world—the man who is ad- 
dicted to it, appears to be serving mammon. 
It must be very difficult, indeed, for such a man 
to be perfectly honest. 
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fund, to be applied to the aid of those who are 


in want. In the expenditures from this fund a| engravers, of New York, have devised and 


Improved Bank Notes.—Durand & Co.) 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL, 
The summer term of this institution will 


sound discretion ought certainly to be exercised. | patented a desideratum in note engraving—to|commence on Fourth day, the 12th of Fifth 


Yet still it should never be forgotten that the wit, a means of preventing alterations from a| month next. 


application of a fund, which was designed by | 


the donor for charitable uses, cannot be appro- 
priated to purposes at variance with this design, | 
without a breach of the moral law. ‘cover the space for the signature; and the red 

The precepts of our Lord plainly indicate ink or pigment is of such a nature that it can- 
that the man who buries his talent in the earth not be effaced by chemical appliances without 
is adjudged to be not only a slothful but a effacing the signatures, and otherwise so dis- 


low to a higher denomination. 





Applicants for admission must 


In their pro- | be members of the Religious Society of Friends, 
cess the amount of the note is printed in large | or the sons of members, and no student will be 
red letters across the body of the note, so as to| admitted for a less term than one year. The 
| price of board and tuition is $200 per annum, 


Applications will be received by John Gum- 
mere, superintendent, at the school, or, if by 
letter, addressed to West Haverford Post Of 


wicked servant. ‘The application of our Crea- |figuring the note as to ensure detection. ‘The | fice, Delaware county, Pa. 


tor’s gifis, whether those gifts consist of worldly | skilful chemists, Chilton, Mapes and Milhau, 
goods, or intellectual endowments, to mere certify to the efficacy of the contrivance. 
worldly purposes, is certainly a perversion of | iain 
those gifts, a misapplication of a trust fund, | 
and therefore a departure from integrity. 
From these views it would appear that 
honesty is a less common ingredient in the’ 
human character than is usually imagined ; and 
that man who is not strictly religious, cannot 
be perfectly honest. E. L. 


From the To onto Patriot. 
MINERALS IN CANADA, 


Canada possesses vast quantities of the most 
valuable minerals—some of the richest and 
most inexhaustible iron and lead mines in the 
world exist within her ; and it only requires to 
‘be made known to capitalists, through the 

neil | medium of scientific investigation, that such 
| Sources of wealth are in existence, to ensure 
We commend to the benevolent the follow-, their being promptly brought into profitable 


} 
| 


ing appeal in behalf of the Mendians, who | operation. Dr. Gesner speaks of one immense 
have a large claim upon public sympathy. | vein of iron, sufficient to supply all America for 
, ; a thousand years; and of the great New Bruns- 

Appeal on behalf of the liberated Africans. | wick coal field, decidedly the largest in the 

| world, occupying five thousand square miles ! 





The undersigned, heretofore charged with 
the legal defence of the thirty-six survivors of 
captured Africans of the Amistad, having, by | 
the Divine blessing, successfully fulfilled that 
trust, and published a statement of their receipts 
and expenditures for the information of the 
generous donors and the public, and now being, 
in the Providence of God, entrusted with the 
support, education, and return to their native 
land of these liberated Mendians, do most re- 
spectfully and earnestly appeal to their fellow 
citizens to supply them with the pecuniary 
means to carry into effect the object in view. 

The committee have made arrangements at) = 


Farmington, Conn., for the support, education,! ‘There is no nation, though plunged into 
tae nee oar Afr -' never such gross idolatry, but has some awful 
cans. ‘They will be daily instructed by com-| sense of a deity, and a persuasion of a state of 
eee ce enen a will =m to agricultural | retribution to rhs after this life. — South. 

and mechanical labour. e necessary eX-| _ 
penses of so many persons will be heavy, and| 
the committee rely upon a benevolent com-| THE FR iEND. cs 
munity to furnish the requisite means of de-| 

fraying them. All donations will be acknow- 
Jedged, and a public statement hereafter made 
of all disbursements. 


be soon completely carried on by steam, we 
may form some faint conception of the enor- 
mous value of such a coal deposit, close to 
navigable waters, and capable of supplying a 
continent. Already some filty or a hundred 
thousand pounds per annum of British capital 
are employed in the Sidney and Cape Breton 
coal mines ; but the trade is only in its infancy. 
‘The Americans possess no coal fields near the 
Atlantic, from which fuel at all equal to that of 
Sidney can be procured. 
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To many members of the religious Society 

Contributions may be sent to Lewis Tappan, | of Friends the current week has been a season 
122 Pearl street, New York; S. D. Hastings,| which they will have cause long to retain in 
14 Commerce street, Philadelphia ; Dr. Gam.| grateful remembrance. Our yearly meeting 
Bailey, Cincinnati, Ohio; John M. Sterling, |commenced on Second day last, and the several 
Cleveland, Ohio; Samuel Fessenden, Port-| sittings from that day to the time of this brief 
land, Maine; A. A. Phelps and Ellis Gray| notice, (Fifth day evening) have been oppor- 
Loring, Boston: Daniel Burgess, Hartford, | tunities of signal favour and deep religious in- 
Conn.; Amos Townsend, Jr., New Haven, ;struction, wherein the deliberations on the 
Conn.; and John T. Norton, Farmington, | various important concerns which claimed at- 
Conn. | tention, have been weightily and harmoniously 
conducted. We shall defer to next number a 
/more extended account, only adding at the pre- 
sent, that the number in attendance has been 
large, and that we have had the acceptable 
company of many strangers, ministers and 
— Nati e. others, members of other yearly meetings, in- 

ee cluding our dear friends, T. a E. Robson, 

omas from Great Britain. 








S. S. Jocetyn, 
Josuvua Leavitt, + Committee. 
Lewis Tappan, 


New York, April 13, 1841. 


—Now, that the trade of the world bids fair to} 4 


Philadelphia, 4th mo. 1841. 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


The summer session will commence on 
Second day, the 3d of next month. 

The stage and other suitable conveyances 
will be provided as usual to take the children 
out on that day—to leave the stage office fn 
Sixth street below Arch) at 7 o’clock in the 
morning. 

Those who wish to avail themselves of this 
opportunity are requested to have their names 
entered on or before Seventh day, the Ist of 
the month, in a book left at the stage office for 
the purpose. 

4 mo. 24th, 1841. 


The annual meeting of Haverford School 
ssociation will be held in the committee room, 
| Friends’ Meeting House, on Arch Street, on 
Second day, the 10th of 5th month proximo, 
at 4 o’clock P. M. 

Cuaries Evans, Sec. 


A stated meeting of the Female Branch of 
the Auxiliary Bible Association of Friends in 
Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, will be held 
on the 29th instant, at 4 o’clock P. M. in 
| Friends’ Reading Room, Apple Tree Alley. 

4 mo. 21st. 


WANTED.—A female to teach a family 
school, about twelve miles from the city. One 
who has had some experience, and could re- 
main through next winter would be preferred. 
Enquire at No. 62 Franklin street, Phila. 


Wanting a place to the carpenter’s business, 
a person commenced his nineteenth year— 
having been one year at the business. A 
situation in the city is preferred. Apply by 
letter or otherwise, to Saml. Webster, Wood. 
bury, N. J. 


Agent appointed.—John C. Haines, Tren- 
ton, N. J. 


Manrnziep, in Friends’ meeting, at Horsham, Pa., on 
the 8th inst. Tnomas Dutton, of Burlington, N. J.10 


Exizasetu L. Spencer, daughter of Charles Spencer, 


of Moreland, Pennsylvania. a 


Dizp, on the 4th of 4th month, 1841, of a short bat 
severe illness, at the residence of her brother-in-law, 
John F. Hull, Dexira Jacas, aged about 55 years, 
a member of Stanford Monthly Meeting, Dutchess 
County, New York, whose loss will be sensibly felt by 
her numerous friends and neighbours, but more deeply 
by her bereaved relative, with whom she had resided 
from her childhood, and to whom she had long been 
faithfully and affectionately devoted. 


lg | 





